Holocaust and Anne Frank Timeline

This timeline contains the dates of some the major events relating to the Holocaust and the life of Anne Frank. Instead of focusing on actual Holocaust atrocities we have made a selection of the main events that we feel provide more insight into the processes that set the stage for the genocide of the Jews and Rrom (Gypsies), and the murder of millions of other innocent victim because of their religious beliefs, ethnicity, physical and mental health, lifestyle or political beliefs. We have also selected events for this timeline that we feel can lead to interesting classroom discussions about the causes of the Holocaust and the role that the world played in allowing it to happen.

A second timeline focuses on the life of one young girl, Anne Frank, to show how her life was effected by the persecution of the Jews. This timeline is integrated into the general Holocaust timeline. Events related to the life of Anne Frank are printed in Italics.

Further useful timelines of the Holocaust can be found at:

http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/timeline.htm
(College of Education - University of South Florida)

http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/resources/education/timeline/index.html
(Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles)

1889:
Adolf Hitler born in Braunau am Inn in Austria.

(April 20)

1919: 
Treaty of Versailles is signed after WW I.

(June 28)

1921:
Hitler establishes the SA (Sturmabteilung). These aggressive young men become known as the brownshirts or storm troopers. This organization serves to intimidate opponents. Members are recruited from the ranks of ex-soldiers and the disenfranchised young.

1923: 
Rampant inflation hits Germany, and 1 $US is worth 4 billion DM. A couple of years earlier 1 $US was worth 100 DM.

1923:

(November 8-11)
Hitler attempts to seize power in the so-called "Beer Hall Putsch". He is arrested and sent to prison. He starts to write "Mein Kampf", his autobiography, while in prison.

1925:
Hitler's Mein Kampf is published.

1926: 
Margot Frank, Anne's sister, is born in Frankfurt am Main in Germany.
1928:
Reichstag Elections in Germany. The Nazi Party fares poorly, receiving only 2.6% of the votes. 
1929: 
The Great Depression strikes worldwide. Unemployment in Germany triples to more than 30% and the Nazi party gets a tremendous boost.

1929:
Anne Frank is born in Frankfurt am Main in Germany.

(June 12) 

1930:
Hitler's NSDAP (Nazis) experiences a political breakthrough in Reichstag elections, receiving 18.3% of vote. The NSDAP becomes the second largest party in the Reichstag.

1932: 
 
(July)
Hitler's NSDAP receives 37.2% of the votes during Reichstag elections. The NSDAP becomes the largest party. 

1932

(November)
During new elections for the Reichstag the NSDAP loses some ground, falling to 33.1% of the vote. General Kurt von Schleicher is appointed Chancellor of Germany, but is no match for Hitler.

1933

(January 28)
Kurt von Schleicher resigns as Chancellor.
1933:

(January 30)
Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany by President Paul von Hindenburg.

1933:

(February 2)
Hitler and the NSDAP do not waste time - all political demonstrations in Germany are banned.

1933:

(February 27) 
The German Reichstag building is set on fire. Hitler quickly blames the Communists.

1933

(February 28)
All 100 Communist members of the Reichstag are arrested.

1933:


(March 22)
The first concentration camp is set up (for German citizens) in Dachau. Camps in Oranienburg, Esterwegen, and Sachsenhage are also created. Many communists, socialists and labor union leaders end up in these camps. Within months tens of thousands are interned here. By the end of the year 150,000 political opponents are in camps.

1933:

(March 23)
The Ermächtigungsgesetz (Enabling act) ends German Democracy and effectively gives Hitler the power of a dictator. The Nazi Party becomes the only legal party on July 14, 1933.

1933:

(March 28)
The Catholic Bishops in Germany declare their loyalty to Hitler.

1933:

(April 1)
The first official boycott of Jewish lawyers, doctors and shopkeepers in Germany. Within a few months Jews are no longer allowed to be employed in the fields of teaching, journalism, theater, literature, art and farming.

1933:

(April 11)
All public servants with one or more Jewish grandparents are fired.

1933:

(April 26)
Hermann Goering creates the Gestapo, the German secret police.

1933:

(May 10)
"Un-German" books are burned on Unter den Linden. Many were written by Jewish authors.

1933:

(July 14)
All political opposition to the Nazi Party is prohibited and punishable by law.

1933:

(July 14)
Germany passes the Law for the Prevention of Progency (offspring) with Hereditary Diseases. The leads to the sterilization of many parents deemed "unfit" (mentally handicapped, epileptic, deaf or blind) and the "euthanasia" of those deemed "defective".  

1933:


(July 20)
Germany and the Vatican sign a treaty. This serves to legitimize the Nazi regime further.

1933: 


(September 15)
Concerned about events in Germany, Otto Frank establishes the Opteka-Works in Amsterdam

1933:

(December 1) 
The Nazi party and Germany become one.

1933: 


(December 5)
Edith and Margot Frank move to Amsterdam 

1934: 
.

(February)
Anne frank moves to Amsterdam

1934: 
Anne Frank enters kindergarten in Amsterdam.

1934:

(April 20)
Himmler appointed head of the Gestapo.

1934:

(June 30)
Top leaders of the SA are murdered and the organization is absorbed into the German army.

1934:

(August 2)
President von Hindenburg dies and Adolf Hitler declares himself Führer of Germany. All the armed forces must now take a personal oath to Hitler.

1935:

(March 16)
Military conscription is introduced in Germany, in direct violation of the Versailles Treaty.

1935:

(September 15)
The Nuremberg laws are announced. All Jews are deprived of their citizenship and far-reaching racial laws are passed. Similar laws are passed in Poland, leading to attacks on Jews throughout the country.

1935:

(September 15)
The Swastika is added to the German flag.

1935:

(November 26)
Nuremberg Laws are expanded to prohibit racially mixed marriages of Germans with Rrom (Gypsies) and Africans.

1936: 

(March 7)
The German army occupies the Rhineland - there is no response from the other European powers.



1936:

(July 12)
First mass arrests of Rrom (Gypsies). They are sent to Dachau concentration camp.

1936:

(August 1-16)
The Summer Olympic games are held in Berlin. The Nazis try to demonstrate the superiority of the Aryan race. Though Germany wins the largest number of gold medals, black American athlete Jesse Owens wins four gold medals, embarrassing Germany. To see an exhibition about the 1936 Olympics: http://www.ushmm.org/olympics/index.html
1936:

(August 28)
Mass arrests of Jehovah's Witnesses.

1937:

(September 7)
Hitler declares that the Versailles Treaty is no longer valid.

1937:

(November 25)
Germany and Japan sign a military pact.

1937:
The Gestapo has 385 black German children sterilized in university hospitals.

1938:

(January 21)
Citizenship is taken away from the Jews in Romania.

1938

(March 13)
German troops march unopposed into Austria. Austria becomes part of Germany (called the "Anschluss").

1938

(May 4)
Carl von Ossietsky dies after 5 years in a concentration camp at age 50. He had won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1935.

1938:

(July 6-15)
The Evian conference takes place in Evian-les-Bains in France. Thirty-two countries discuss whether to accept (more) Jewish refugees from Germany. The world turns its back on these refugees. Only Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic agree to take in more Jews, but for a large sum of money (though the Dominican Republic agrees to accept 100,000 refugees from Europe - for millions of dollars in payment - they eventually accept 500). The Nazi's use the reluctance of the world community to help the Jews for their propaganda purposes.

1938

(July 30)
Leading American industrialist henry Ford receives the Third Reich's medal of the "Grand Cross of the German Eagle". Henry Ford was known to be sympathetic to the Nazi government and he was a virulent antisemite. He had supported Hitler's rise to power and had distributed antisemitic propaganda in his factories. He later blamed the "Jewish bankers" for the war.

1938:

(August 8)
The first Austrian concentration camp is created at Mauthausen. 

1938:

(September)
Various Nazi opponents in Germany, including Generals, plan to remove Hitler and put him in an insane asylum. Due to poor organization it fails.

1938:

(September 29-30)
The Munich Conference takes place. Europe's leaders are fooled into thinking that Hitler will stop after annexing the Sudetenland in the Czech Republic. The Sudetenland is occupied a few days later.

1938:

(October 5)
All Jewish passports in Germany are recalled and marked with a "J". This action was requested by Switzerland to prevent Jews from illegally entering Switserland.

1938:

(October 28)
First deportation of Polish Jews from Germany. 

1938:

(November 7)
A German official, Ernst von Rath, is shot in Paris by Herschel Grynszpan, a Polish Jew.
1938:

(November 9-11)
Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass) in Germany and Austria. Jews are attacked throughout the German Reich. Thousands of Jewish owned shops and synagogues are destroyed or set on fire. Some 30,000 Jewish men and boys are rounded up and deported to Buchenwald, Dachau and Sachsenhausen concentration camps. On November 11 there was also a Jewish pogrom in Bratislava (Slovakia). To see an exhibition about Kristallnacht: http://www.ushmm.org/kristallnacht/frame.htm
1938:

(November 15)
All Jewish children in Germany are expelled from public schools. The U.S. withdraws its ambassador from Germany.

1938:

(December 6)
France and Germany sign a non-aggression pact.

1938:
Some 10,000 Jewish children (unaccompanied) are allowed to go to Britain on so-called "Kinder Transports". Most will never see their parents again.

1939:

(January 30)
In a speech Hitler threatens to exterminate the "Jewish race".  

1939:

(February 9)
Anti-Jewish legislation is passed in Italy.  

1939:

(March 15)
The German army invades Czechoslovakia. There is no response.

1939:

(March 21)
The German army enters Memel, Lithuania, forcing the Jewish population to flee. There is no response.

1939:

(April 1)
General Franco and his Fascists come out of the Spanish Civil War as victors.

1939:

(April 18)
Anti-Jewish legislation passed in Slovakia.

1939:

(May 15)
The German Ocean liner St. Louis leaves Hamburg with 900 Jewish refugees on board with Cuba as its destination. Though the passengers had disembarkment papers only a handful were allowed of the ship in Cuba. The ship and the remaining passengers sailed along the coast of the United States, hoping for the US to accept the refugees. The world's media closely watched the events. The US government refused to accept any passengers and they returned to Europe where Belgium, Holland, France and England agreed to accept the desperate refugees. Most passengers perished after the Nazis occupied Europe. To see an exhibition on the St. Louis: http://www.ushmm.org/stlouis/search/index.htm#
1939

(May)
Anti-Jewish laws are passed in Hungary.

1939

(August 22)
Hitler holds a speech to his generals calling for them to create Lebensraum (living space) for the German people by liquidating the Polish population.

1939

(August 23)
The Hitler-Stalin Pact (also called the Ribbentrop-Miolotov Pact) is signed. Russia and Germany agree to divide Poland between them.

1939

(September 1)
Germany invades Poland and World War II was a fact. Polish Jews are forced to wear a star (the Star of David). The stars are initially different colors (blue for instance) but later yellow becomes the most common color. Immediately after the advance of the German troops into Poland. SS Einsatzgruppen (mobile killing squads) start to murder Polish Jews and Catholic intellectuals. A few days after the invasion, on Sept. 3, Britain and France declare war on Germany.

1939

(September 28)
Poland surrenders to the invading troops and Poland is divided between Russia and Germany.

1939

(October)
Hitler gives orders for a "euthanasia campaign". The SS begins with the mass killing of so-called "mental defectives" in Poland, near Danzig. Between 1939 and 1941 more than 70,000  "handicapped" people were killed by injection or gas in this campaign. Although the campaign ended officially in 1941 it continued less openly after that. By war's end between 200,000 and 250,000 had been killed. Most of these were in Germany. This killing campaign served as a model for the Nazi mass murders of the future.

1939

(November 8)
German generals plot to assassinate Hitler near Munich. The attempt almost succeeds

1939

(November 29)
SS chief Himmler orders the death penalty for all Jews who do not report for deportation.

1940

(February 12-13)
The first deportations of Jews from Germany take place. At about the same time, the first Rrom are also deported from Germany.

1940

(April 1)
Thousands of Jews (mostly from Austria) escape to Shanghai, China. Part of Shanghai is given the name "Little Vienna".

1940

(April 9)
Germany invades Denmark. Soon the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg and France also fall to the German war machine. After the Germans occupy these countries they gradually, as in Germany, take away the rights of the Jewish citizens.

1940

(April 27)
Himmler orders Rudolf Höss to turn a former Polish army barracks into Auschwitz death camp. The first victims arrive in June (mostly from Poland). Many of the first arrivals are teachers, priests and non-Jewish Poles. Other death camps are quickly established in Poland to facilitate mass murder: Chelmno, Belzec, Treblinka, Sobibór and Majdanek.

1940

(June 10)
Italy joins the side of Germany in WW II

1940

(August 10)
Romania passes anti-Jewish legislation soon after bloody riots take place throughout the country against the Jews.

Hitler holds a speech to his generals calling for them to create Lebensraum (living space) for the German people by liquidating the Polish population.1940

(September 1)
Japanese Consul Chiune Sugihara is ordered to leave Kovno, Lithuania. He had issued more than 3500 exit visas to Jews against the wishes of his government. He continued to sign these while the train was departing. To see a full exhibition on his story: http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/exhibits/index.html
1940

(September 27)
The Berlin-Rome-Tokyo axis is created. Hungary, Romania and Slovakia will soon join.

1940

(October 3)
The Vichy government in France collaborates with the Nazis and passes anti-Jewish laws. These laws resemble Germany's Nuremberg laws.

1940

(October 12)
All Jews in Warsaw are told to move to the Warsaw Ghetto. On November 15-16 the Ghetto is sealed off from the rest of the city.

1940: 


(December) 
Otto Frank moves the Opteka spice business at Prinsengracht 263.

1941

(winter/spring)
More than 400,000 Jews are crammed into the Warsaw Ghetto. An underground resistance movement grows. Thousands die of starvation.

1941

(June 22)
The Nazis invade the USSR, called "Operation Barbarossa". Einsatzgruppen quickly begin the mass extermination of Russian Jews, Rrom and Communist leaders.

1941

(September 3)
The first experimental gassings take place at Auschwitz on some 600 Soviet prisoners of war and 300 Jews.

1941

(September 19)
German Jews are required to wear a yellow star.

1940

(September 29-30)
In one of the worst mass murders of the Holocaust, more than 30,000 Jews from Kiev are murdered in two days at Babi Yar (Ukraine). Many children are among the dead. It is a reprisal against the booby-trap deaths of about 1000 German soldiers at the hands of Soviet troops.

1941:
Anne Frank and her sister Margot attend a Jewish secondary school in Amsterdam. The measures against the Dutch Jews continue to get worse.

1942

(January 20)
At the Wannsee Conference, held in the Berlin suburb of Wannsee, the Nazis decide to kill all the 11 million remaining Jews of Europe. This is called the Endlösung (Final Solution). The meeting only takes 90 minutes.

1942:

(April 29)
The Frank family, like the rest of the Jews in the Netherlands, are ordered to wear a yellow badge.
1942: 
Anne receives a diary for her birthday. She calls it "Kitty". For the next two

(June 12)
years she will describe the events around her, her thoughts and her feelings.
1942: 


(July 5)
Margot Frank, Anne Frank's sister receives "call-up" papers (to report to the Nazi authorities) and the Frank family quickly goes into hiding in the annex of  Prinsengracht 263.
1942:
The van Daan (their real family name is van Pels) family joins the Frank (July 13)
family in hiding.

1942:
Mr Dussel (his real name is Dr. Friederich Pfeffer) joins the others in the 
(November 16)
Secret Annex.

1943:

(April 19-May16)
The Warsaw Ghetto uprising. There are 40,000 Jewish inhabitants left in the Ghetto. About 700 resist the German army. The fighting rages for almost a month, but at the end all of the inhabitants are killed.  To see a full exhibition on the Warsaw Ghetto visit: http://motlc.wiesenthal.org/exhibits/dignitydefiance/
1943:

(October 14)
Inmate revolt at Sobibór extermination camp. Three hundred inmates escape.

1943:

(October 16)
Vatican Secretary of State Maglione comments that the Vatican does not condemn the German government for its policies against the Jews in Italy.

1944:

(April 10)
Escapees from Auschwitz (two Jews from Slovakia) provide detailed information about the mass murders at this death camp. The news reaches "the free world" in June.

1944:

(June 6)
D-day in Europe. Allied troops land in France and start to liberate Europe from the Nazis.

1944:

(July 9)
Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg arrives in Budapest. He eventually saves tens of thousands of Jews from certain death.

1944:

(July 20)
Once again, an attempt to assassinate Hitler fails.

1944:
Anne Frank writes for the last time in her diary.

(August 1)

1944: 
The inhabitants of the Secret Annex are arrested by the Green Police.  

(August 4)
Helper Miep Gies retrieves Anne's diary and places it in her drawer intending to return it to Anne after the war.
1944:

(August 5)
Helper Miep Gies attempts to bribe Nazis to release inhabitants of the Secret Annex. She fails.

1944:
The people from the Secret Annex arrive at Westerbork transitcamp


(August 8)
1944:

(August 9)
US Assistant Secretary of War receives a request from the exiled Czech State Council to bomb the train tracks leading to Auschwitz. The request was turned down (this happened on various occasions) because bombing Auschwitz was not important enough in the struggle to defeat Germany militarily.

1944:

(September 3)
The people from the Secret Annex are transported to Auschwitz Death Camp. This is the last train to leave Weterbork for Auschwitz.

1944:


(appr. September 6)
Mr. van Daan dies at Auschwitz.

1944:

(October 6/7)
Inmates at Auschwitz attack the guards and blow up one of the four crematoria with smuggled explosives.


1944:
(November)
Anne and Margot and Mrs van Daan are taken to Bergen-Belsen.

1944:


(appr. December 20)
Mr. Dussel dies in Neuengamme concentration camp.

1945: 

(appr. January 6)
Mrs. Frank dies of starvation in Auschwitz.`

1945:

(January 27)
Auschwitz Liberated

1945:


(January 27)
Mr. Frank is liberated from Auschwitz by the Soviet army. He later turns out to be the lone survivor of the Secret Annex. After Auschwitz, the many other camps are liberated. Thousands die of illness and malnutrition after the liberation form the camps. For them the liberation has come too late.

1945:

(March)
Anne and Margot Frank die in Bergen Belsen, of typhus and starvation, a few days apart. They die one month before the camp is liberated by the British on April 15

1945:

(April 29)
Japanese-American troops liberate Dachau concentration camp. Ironically, while they liberate Dachau many of their family members are still imprisoned in US internment camps.

1945:

(April 30)
Adolf Hitler commits suicide in Berlin.

1945: 
 

(appr. May 5)
Mrs. van Daan dies in Theresienstadt and Pieter van Daan in Mauthausen.

1945:

(May 7)
Nazi Germany surrenders

1945:

(June/July)
Otto Frank returns to Amsterdam and awaits word on the fate of his daughters; he hears that they have died; Miep Gies presents him with Anne's diary.

1945/1946:
Nuremberg trials take place in Nuremberg, Germany to prosecute Nazi war criminals. The following charges are brought against the defendants: (1) crimes against peace; (2) war crimes; (3) crimes against humanity; and (4) conspiracy to commit any of the aforementioned crimes. Twelve Nazis are executed for their crimes. In December 1946 the leading doctors of Nazi Germany were put on trial in the United States. To see an exhibition with details: http://www.ushmm.org/research/doctors/index.html
1947:
Anne Frank's diary (shortened version) is published for the first time.

1948: 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is signed. 
1960:


(May)
The Secret Annex is opened as museum to promote understanding and combat intolerance.

1980:


(August 20)
Otto Frank dies in Basel at the age of 91.

